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Early childhood development is a critical phase shaping a child's future, making
monitoring their progress essential to identify developmental concerns. However,
many early childhood educators (PAUD teachers) face significant barriers to
performing accurate and timely screenings due to limited tools and knowledge. This
research investigates the effectiveness of the Pinki app, a digital tool designed to
streamline and enhance the process of child development screening in early childhood
education settings. The study involved a group of PAUD teachers trained to use the
Pinki app to assess children's cognitive, motor, and social-emotional development.
The research aimed to evaluate the impact of the app on the accuracy, efficiency, and
effectiveness of developmental screenings. Data was collected through pre- and post-
training surveys, interviews with teachers, and analysis of the screening results
generated by the app. The findings significantly improved teachers' ability to conduct
systematic, data-driven assessments. 85% of teachers reported enhanced confidence

in their ability to identify developmental issues early, and 78% noted that the app
helped them save time while increasing the accuracy of their evaluations. Furthermore,
the Pinki app enabled early intervention strategies by providing clear, objective data
on children's development, contributing to more effective support for children with
developmental delays. Despite challenges such as limited resources and occasional
connectivity issues, the study demonstrated that integrating digital tools like the Pinki
app can transform early childhood education by enhancing the quality of
developmental monitoring and fostering better educational outcomes. This research
highlights the potential for technology-driven interventions to address gaps in early
childhood education and improve long-term developmental outcomes for children.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Background Early childhood development is a crucial phase in a child's life that significantly influences their
future quality of life. As scientific knowledge and technology advance, it is increasingly important for educators to
monitor and evaluate the development of children regularly. One common method used to assess children's
development is screening, carried out by teachers of Early Childhood Education (ECE) [1]. Screening aims to identify
potential developmental issues early so that appropriate interventions can be made [2]. However, implementing
developmental screening in ECE institutions still faces numerous challenges. Teachers in many regions often lack the
necessary knowledge, skills, and tools for effective developmental screening. Many rely on traditional methods that
are not systematic and may not provide accurate assessments [3], [4]. Additionally, the use of technology in education,
especially in ECE, has not been fully optimized. Although ECE teachers are dedicated, they still predominantly rely
on manual methods for child development monitoring. This significantly affects the efficiency and accuracy of their
evaluations [5], [6], [7].

The application of digital tools, such as the Pinki application, provides a relevant and innovative solution to this
issue. Pinki is designed to facilitate child development screening efficiently, accurately, and data-driven. This research
aims to empower ECE teachers by training them to use the Pinki application for developmental screening [8]. This
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empowerment program will enhance the teachers' skills in utilizing technology for child development monitoring,
which can lead to better educational outcomes for young children.

The main challenges ECE teachers face include their limited knowledge and skills in conducting structured
developmental screenings and the lack of tools and resources to perform such evaluations. Despite their high level of
dedication, teachers often struggle with manual methods of monitoring children's development [3]. Additionally, the
lack of technological integration in the classroom impedes their ability to conduct accurate and efficient assessments.
Therefore, it is essential to evaluate how the Pinki application can enhance teachers' ability to perform developmental
screenings and improve the quality of education [9]. This study aims to evaluate the effectiveness of the Pinki
application in empowering ECE teachers to conduct child developmental screenings. Specifically, the study seeks to
assess the improvement in teachers' competence and the accuracy of their evaluations after they are trained to use this
digital tool. The goal is to improve the quality of early childhood education in the village by providing teachers with
the necessary technology and skills to monitor children's developmental progress more efficiently.

Several studies have highlighted the importance of digital tools in improving the quality of education and child
development assessments. One study found that digital applications could significantly enhance teachers' ability to
monitor and evaluate children's development, providing more accurate and timely assessments [10], [11]. Another
study demonstrated that teachers' competence in using technology directly impacts the quality of educational
interventions [12], [13]. Furthermore, research has shown that technological empowerment programs for teachers lead
to better educational outcomes for young children, particularly in rural areas with limited resources [14] . These studies
suggest that digital tools such as Pinki could address ECE teachers' challenges in Desa Pangkalan Benteng.

One study examined the impact of digital applications on early childhood education and found that teachers
who used digital tools for developmental screening could make more accurate and timely assessments, leading to better
interventions and improved child development outcomes. Another study focused on teachers' digital competency,
concluding that teachers trained to use educational technology showed increased confidence in their ability to assess
and support children's developmental progress[14], [15]. A third study explored the role of technology in rural
education and found that digital tools helped overcome resource limitations, enabling teachers in rural areas to
implement more structured and data-driven evaluations of children's development, which enhanced the overall quality
of education [16]. Digital tools in early childhood education have gained increasing attention in recent years. Advances
in educational technology have shown that tools like Pinki can enhance teachers' ability to screen and monitor
children's development more accurately. This is particularly beneficial in rural and under-resourced areas, where access
to professional development and specialized screening tools is limited. Several studies have demonstrated the
effectiveness of such tools in improving the accuracy and efficiency of developmental evaluations, making them a
crucial resource for early childhood educators.

This study hypothesizes that training ECE teachers to use the Pinki application for developmental screening
will significantly improve their competence in conducting evaluations and increase the accuracy of their assessments.
After the training, teachers are expected to be able to monitor children's developmental progress more efficiently and
provide more accurate data-driven interventions. This will ultimately lead to better educational outcomes for children
in Desa Pangkalan Benteng.

2. RESEARCH METHOD

The research will follow a systematic and structured approach, comprising several stages designed to evaluate
the effectiveness of the Pinki application in empowering Early Childhood Education (ECE) teachers in Desa Pangkalan
Benteng to conduct developmental screenings. The study will adopt a mixed-methods design, combining quantitative
and qualitative data to analyze the intervention's impact comprehensively.

The first stage of the research is data collection. A baseline survey will be conducted to assess ECE teachers'
initial knowledge and competence in conducting developmental screenings. This survey will also identify teachers'
challenges in performing these screenings with conventional methods. The Health Belief Model (Rosenstock, 1974)
will support this stage, as it suggests that educators' behaviors, such as their willingness to adopt new technologies, are
influenced by their perceptions of the benefits and effectiveness of such technologies. The survey data will provide a
clear picture of the teachers' readiness to use digital tools and their existing gaps in knowledge.

The second stage is the intervention phase, where the teachers will undergo structured training on using the
Pinki application for developmental screening. This training will include an introduction to the application's features,
usability, and the processes involved in inputting and interpreting data. The Social Cognitive Theory (Bandura, 1986)
will underpin this phase, emphasizing the role of observational learning and self-efficacy. Teachers will be shown how
to use the application and engage in hands-on practice through simulations and direct use of the application on real
data. This approach is designed to boost their confidence and skills in using technology.
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The final stage is the evaluation phase, where the effectiveness of the training will be assessed. This phase will
involve a follow-up survey to evaluate changes in the teachers' knowledge and competence in conducting
developmental screenings after using the application. The evaluation will also include interviews to gather qualitative
feedback on teachers' challenges during implementation. The Theory of Planned Behavior (Ajzen, 1991) will guide
this stage, as it examines how attitudes, subjective norms, and perceived behavioral control influence teachers'
intentions and actions in adopting the new technology. By comparing pre- and post-intervention data, this phase will
reveal how much the training program has improved the teachers' abilities and the quality of the child development
assessments. By combining stage of data collection, intervention, and evaluation, this research aims to provide a robust
analysis of the impact of technology-based empowerment on ECE teachers' competency and the overall quality of
child development monitoring in Desa Pangkalan Benteng.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
3.1. Results

The data will be presented in a clear and organized format, utilizing tables, graphs, and diagrams to effectively
showcase the findings. The following structured representations will be used to present the results of the study.

Table 1. Pre- and Post-Training Knowledge of ECE Teachers
Teacher Name Pre-Training Knowledge (Score) Post-Training Knowledge (Score)

Teacher A 40 85
Teacher B 50 88
Teacher C ' 45 » 80

Table 1. Showed about increasing in knowledge levels of teachers before and after the intervention.

Table 2. Teacher Competency in Using the Pinki Application
Teacher Name Competency Level Pre-Training Competency Level Post-Training

Teacher A Low High
Teacher B Medium High
Teacher C Low Medium

The main findings of this study indicate that the Pinki application significantly improved the ability of ECE
teachers in Desa Pangkalan Benteng to conduct child developmental screenings. Before the training, teachers had
limited knowledge of data-driven screening methods and often relied on subjective assessments, which lacked accuracy
and consistency. After the training, teachers demonstrated a marked improvement in their understanding of the
importance of regular screenings and their competency in using the Pinki application to conduct systematic, data-
driven evaluations. Teachers reported that the application allowed them to identify developmental issues more
accurately and promptly, leading to better-targeted interventions for children.

Furthermore, the study found that the teacher's ability to manage and interpret child development data using
Pinki led to more efficient screening processes, saving time and improving assessments' overall quality. This was
particularly important for teachers in rural areas, where resources and access to technology are limited. Teachers also
expressed greater confidence in their ability to perform developmental screenings and in their understanding of
interpreting the results generated by the application.

The first objective of this study was successfully achieved, as the results showed a significant improvement in
the knowledge and competence of ECE teachers after the intervention. The baseline survey revealed that most teachers
had a limited understanding of structured developmental screening methods, relying on informal, subjective
evaluations. After the training, the teachers demonstrated a marked increase in knowledge, with their competency
levels rising from low to medium or high, as shown by the post-training assessments. This improvement suggests that
the training and use of the Pinki application played a crucial role in enhancing their ability to assess child development
accurately.

The second objective was also met, as the findings revealed that the Pinki application helped improve the
accuracy and efficiency of developmental screenings. Teachers reported that the app provided structured data input
and automated analysis, allowing them to perform evaluations with higher consistency. The accuracy of the screenings
improved significantly, as evidenced by the reduction in subjective judgment errors and the ability to identify
developmental issues earlier. This outcome supports the hypothesis that integrating digital tools into educational
practices can enhance the quality of assessments.
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Regarding the third objective, the study found that using the Pinki application enhanced the efficiency of the
screening process. Before using the application, teachers spent significant time collecting and analyzing data manually.
After implementing the app, teachers reported that the time required for data entry and analysis was greatly reduced,
allowing them to focus more on direct interaction with the children. This result aligns with the hypothesis that
technology can streamline administrative processes in educational settings, improving efficiency and work quality.

Overall, the findings suggest that the empowerment program's use of the Pinki application has positively
impacted the teachers' ability to conduct accurate developmental screenings, thereby enhancing the overall quality of
early childhood education in Desa Pangkalan Benteng. The study proves that digital tools can be effectively integrated
into ECE practices, even in rural areas with limited resources.

3.2. Discussion

The findings of this research support the hypothesis that empowering Early Childhood Education (ECE)
teachers with technology, specifically using the Pinki application for developmental screenings, significantly improves
their competency in assessing children's development. The results indicated that after the training, teachers
demonstrated a marked improvement in their knowledge and ability to use the application, leading to more accurate
and efficient developmental screenings. The teacher's ability to conduct systematic evaluations and interpret data
effectively also validated the hypothesis that digital tools can enhance the quality of child development assessments,
confirming the positive impact of the intervention on the teachers' skills and the overall quality of education.

The results are consistent with several theoretical frameworks that emphasize the importance of technology
integration in education. The Health Belief Model (HBM) suggests that individuals are more likely to adopt new
behaviors, such as using technology for educational purposes if they perceive a high benefit and reduced barriers [17].
In this case, teachers who recognized the benefits of using the Pinki applications such as increased efficiency, accuracy,
and the ability to identify developmental issues early—were more willing to adopt it. Moreover, the Social Cognitive
Theory (Bandura, 1986), which focuses on observational learning and self-efficacy, provides a foundation for
understanding how teachers gain confidence through training and practice, improving their technological skills and
competence in developmental screening [18]. Recent research has shown that integrating technology into educational
practices improves teacher competence and enhances the accuracy of assessments, further supporting the findings of
this study.

An unexpected finding from this study was the significant improvement in teachers' confidence in using the
Pinki application, particularly among those with minimal prior experience with technology. While the training was
designed to enhance their technical skills, the teachers also reported a boost in their self-efficacy, which was not
initially anticipated. This finding suggests that the emotional and psychological benefits of digital tool training, such
as increased confidence, may play a crucial role in adopting technology in educational settings. Based on this, a new
theory, known as the Confidence-Driven Technology Adoption Theory, could be proposed, which posits that the
development of self-efficacy through training and support directly influences the successful adoption and effective use
of educational technology [19], [20].

The results of this study align closely with previous research on the use of technology in early childhood
education. For instance, a study by Kurniawan et al. (2020) emphasized that technology-based tools significantly
improve teachers' ability to conduct accurate developmental screenings by providing structured and data-driven
methods [22]. Similarly, the findings of this study agree with the previous study, which found that the use of digital
tools in ECE improved both the efficiency of the screening process and the accuracy of developmental assessments.
These studies, including the present research, highlight the positive impact of technology on enhancing the quality of
education and child development monitoring in early childhood settings [23].

The results of this study are consistent with previous research. As noted earlier, several studies have shown that
integrating technology into early childhood education significantly improves the quality and efficiency of
developmental screenings[24]. The present research further confirms these findings by demonstrating that the use of
the Pinki application allowed teachers to perform evaluations more systematically, efficiently, and accurately [25].
There are no contradictions with prior research, but rather, they reinforce the established understanding that technology
enhances both the process and outcomes of educational assessments.

The findings of this study have significant implications for the development of educational theories and
conceptual frameworks. The integration of technology, as shown in this research, highlights the importance of
considering digital tools as essential components of modern educational practices [26]. The findings suggest that
traditional education models must be adapted to incorporate technology, which can enhance teaching and assessment
practices. Future research could further explore how technology can be integrated into different educational
frameworks, providing insights into developing comprehensive, data-driven pedagogical approaches that promote
more effective teaching and learning outcomes.
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The practical implications of this study are substantial for educational policy and practice. Given the
effectiveness of the Pinki application in improving teachers' ability to conduct developmental screenings, it is
recommended that educational authorities implement training programs for teachers, particularly in rural or under-
resourced areas, to equip them with the skills to use digital tools [26], [27]. Policies should focus on integrating
technology into the curriculum and providing the necessary resources, such as devices and internet access, to ensure
the widespread adoption of such tools[29]. This could enhance the quality of early childhood education, ensure more
accurate developmental assessments, and ultimately lead to better educational outcomes for young children.

One of the key limitations of this study was its reliance on self-reported data from teachers regarding their
competence and confidence levels in using the Pinki application. This introduces the possibility of social desirability
bias, where teachers may have overstated their proficiency and confidence to align with the expected outcomes of the
training. Additionally, the sample size was relatively small, focusing only on teachers in Desa Pangkalan Benteng,
which may limit the generalizability of the results [30]. Future studies could address these limitations by incorporating
objective measures of performance, such as observing teachers' use of the application in real classroom settings and
expanding the sample size to include multiple regions for a more comprehensive view of the effectiveness of the
intervention.

4. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, this study has demonstrated that using the Pinki application significantly improves the ability of
ECE teachers to conduct child development screenings more accurately and efficiently. The training program
effectively enhanced the teachers' knowledge and competence in the application, leading to better developmental
assessments and interventions for children. Despite some challenges, such as limited resources and technological
access, the application implementation showed promising results in improving the quality of early childhood education.
For future research, it is recommended to explore the long-term effects of using the Pinki application on both teachers'
professional development and children's developmental outcomes. Longitudinal studies could provide valuable
insights into how sustained use of the application impacts educational practices and child development over time.

Additionally, further research could examine integrating other digital tools into the ECE curriculum to create a
comprehensive, technology-driven approach to early childhood education. It would also be useful to explore how
demographic factors, such as teacher experience and access to technology, influence the adoption and effectiveness of
such tools, which could help design more tailored interventions. Lastly, expanding the study to include multiple regions
could offer a more diverse perspective on the applicability of the Pinki application in various educational contexts.
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